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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Sunday Morning Service 
Date   : July 15, 2018 
 
TITLE   : PROOFS OF BEING GENUINELY IN CHRIST 
Text/s   :   
 
I Jn 2:3 
3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
 
2 Cor 13:5 
5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, 
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 
 
2 Peter 1:10 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: 
KJV 
 
Bible Reading : 
 
Matt 7:13-27 
13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: 
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock: 
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand: 
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: 
and great was the fall of it. 
KJV 
 
I Jn 1:1-10 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal 
life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 
5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all. 
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 
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7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
(KJV) 
 
Song/s   : 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The vocabulary used by the Apostle John in his gospels, his epistles and the book of Revelation is very 
distinct.  The verb “know” for example occurs more in John than any other gospel and more in 1 John than 
in any other epistle.  His emphasis is that the Christian life is based and marked by knowledge.   
 
The greatest difference between the religions of this world and true Christianity is the knowledge of having 
eternal life.  This is the reason why the testimony of salvation is precious to us Bible believing Christians. 
 
Mark 8:36-37 
36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
KJV 
 
Matt 16:26 
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul? 
KJV 
 
But how do we really know the true believer in Christ? 
 
Matt 7:13-27 
13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: 
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock: 
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand: 
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: 
and great was the fall of it. 
KJV 
 
John 20:30-31 
30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 
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31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. 
KJV 
 
Let us see the parameters by which we know or test the genuineness of our knowledge of Christ as Saviour.   
 
 
A) If we keep His commandments.  If we do what He says in His Word we should do. 
  
I Jn 2:3 
3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
 
I Jn 2:5 
5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in 
him. 
 
A true believer in Christ will obey His Word. 
 
Matt 28:20 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 
 
Keepeth  5083  tereo - to attend to carefully, to take care of  
a) to guard  
b) metaphorically, to keep, one in the state in which he is  
c) to observe , hold fast 
d) to reserve: to undergo something 
 
Ps 119:2 
2 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart. 
 
Luke 11:28 
28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. 
 
John 14:21 
21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 
 
Luke 6:46 
46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 
 
John 14:15 
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.  
 
John 14:21-24 
21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 
22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto 
the world? 
23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 
24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's 
which sent me. 
 
John 15:10 
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love. 
 
John 15:14 
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14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
 
1 Cor 11:1 
11 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 4:16 
16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 
KJV 
 
Phil 3:17-20 
17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 
18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ: 
19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly 
things.) 
20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:6-7 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of 
the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
KJV 
 
1Thes 4:1-2 
1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received 
of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more. 
2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 
 
Heb 5:9 
9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 
 
I Jn 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in his sight. 
 
I Jn 5:3 
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. 
 
Deut 26:17-18 
17 Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep his statutes, 
and his commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken unto his voice: 
18 And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that 
thou shouldest keep all his commandments; 
KJV 
 
If we keep the commandments of God, loving him with all our heart, and our neighbour as ourselves, we 
have the fullest proof that we have the true saving knowledge of God and his Christ. The Gnostics pretended 
to much knowledge, but their knowledge left them in possession of all their bad passions and unholy habits; 
they, therefore, gave no proof that they had known either God or his Son Jesus; nor is any man properly 
acquainted with God, who is still under the power of his sins. 
 
 
B) If we live righteously.  If we live like He lived. 
 
I Jn 2:29 
29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him. 
 
Our attachment to His Word makes this possible.  A true Christian will love His Word. 
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Eph 5:26-27 
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish. 
KJV 
 
Jer 13:23 
23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are 
accustomed to do evil. 
 
Matt 7:16-18 
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
 
Titus 2:12-14 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world; 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 
 
I Jn 3:7 
7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 
 
Ps 119:9-11 
9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. 
10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. 
11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
KJV 
 
I Jn 3:10 
10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not 
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. 
 
Righteousness -  
1343  dikaiosune- 
 
1) in a broad sense: state of him who is as he ought to be, righteousness, the condition acceptable to God  
a) the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain a state approved of God  
b) integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling, and acting  
2) in a narrower sense, justice or the virtue which gives each his due 
 
God is righteous, therefore the source of righteousness: when a man doeth righteousness, we know that he 
has acquired by new birth that righteousness which he had not by nature. We argue from his doing 
righteousness to his being born of God. The error of Pelagians is to conclude that doing righteousness is a 
condition of becoming a child of God' (Alford). Compare <Luke 7:47,50>: her much love evinced that her sins 
were already forgiven; not, were the condition of her sins being forgiven. 
 
 
C) If we manifest real and sincere love for Christian brethren.  If we love like He loved. 
 
I Jn 3:14 
14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not 
his brother abideth in death. 
 
John 13:35 
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 
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What did Christ love? 
 
Eph 5:25-29 
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish. 
28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 
KJV 
 
A true Christian will always love God’s people. 
 
1 John 3:14-16 
14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death. 
15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him. 
16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren. 
KJV 
 
John 15:12 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
 
Gal 5:22-23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
 
Col 1:4 
4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, 
 
1Thes 4:9 
9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to 
love one another. 
 
Heb 13:1 
1 Let brotherly love continue. 
 
1 Pet 1:22 
22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 
 
I Jn 2:10 
10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 
 
2 Pet 1:7-10 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: 
 
 [Because we love the brethren]-- the ground, not of passing over out of death into life, but of our 
knowing that we have. Love is the evidence of our justification and regeneration, not the cause. `Let each 
go to his own heart: if he find there love to the brethren, let him feel assured he has passed from death unto 
life. Let him not mind that his glory is only hidden: when the Lord shall come he shall appear in glory. He has 
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vital energy, but it is still winter: the root has vigour, but the branches are dry: within there is vigorous 
marrow, within are leaves, within fruits; but they must wait for summer' (Augustine). 
 
 
D) If we manifest the presence of a guiding, purifying Holy Spirit in our lives.  If we possess what He 

possessed. 
 
 I Jn 3:24 
24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 
 
Luke 4:18 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
(KJV) 
 
I Jn 4:13 
13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 
 
Rom 8:9-17 
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live. 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together. 
 
A true Christian will hear and listen to the Spirit’s call and leading. 
 
Rev 2:7 
 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will 
I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
 KJV 
 
Rev 2:11 
11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not 
be hurt of the second death. 
KJV 
 
Rev 2:17 
17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
KJV 
 
Rev 2:29 
29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
KJV 
 
Rev 3:6 
6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
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KJV 
 
Rev 3:13 
13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
KJV 
 
Rev 3:22 
22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
KJV 
 
 
Gal 5:22-25 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
(KJV) 
 
 
E) If we believe in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  If we have the confidence that we have eternal 

life. 
  
I Jn 5:13 
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 
 
1 John 5:20 
20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him 
that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. 
 
John 4:13-14 
13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 
14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 2:19 
19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. 
And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 1:12 
12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of 
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:10-11 
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; 
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
KJV 
 
 
A true Christian will always have the testimony that he is saved and has eternal life. 
 
John 1:12 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 
 



Page 9 of 9 

 

John 3:18 
18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
 
Acts 4:12 
12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved. 
 
If there is consistency in our hearts and in our deeds. 
 
1 John 3:18-21 
18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 
19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 
20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 
KJV 
 
James 2:15-18 
15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 
16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them 
not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 
17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will 
shew thee my faith by my works. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:1-3 
1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, 
2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
KJV 


